When someone comes face-to-face with a cancer diagnosis, ready or not,
this crossroad becomes a place where his or her faith is tested.
It is at this crossroad — where faith and cancer meet
— that we encounter big questions about life and
death, pain and suffering, purpose and meaning.

The Crossroad Can Help Us
Find Our True Priorities

Many of us — perhaps all of us — have wondered
how a good God can allow suffering in the world.
This question becomes particularly poignant when
we are suffering.

A cancer diagnosis has a way of reminding all of
us that life is fragile. For the cancer patient, it can
become an opportunity for serious reflection and
careful introspection. For many patients, cancer
becomes a “wake-up call.” They look back at their
lives and wonder if they have used their time wisely.

It is at this crossroad that our soul cries out for
answers.

The Crossroad Can Help Us
Understand Our True Purpose
Often the first question is “Why me?” We live in a
fallen world, tainted by sin, and we know an enemy
is at work — “The thief comes only to steal and kill
and destroy” (John 10:10).
But Jesus also made it very clear that He came to
give us life —an abundant life, a life to the fullest.
We will have our ultimate victory in Him!

They may wonder if God had a purpose for their
lives — and give serious thought to whether they
fulfilled His calling in their life. They think about
the people in their lives and wonder if they have
invested enough in these relationships — if they
have loved enough, if they have said everything
they needed to say.
Although no one would wish for cancer, for many
patients their diagnosis becomes a catalyst for
transformation by encouraging them to identify
their true priorities and inspiring them to make the
changes they wish to make in their lives.

The Crossroad Can Help Us
Find Our True Comfort

When faith meets cancer, however, there may be
nothing more comforting than a word from God.
When we know the truth, Jesus reminds us, that
truth brings freedom.

For some cancer patients, it would be enough
to have relief from as much physical suffering as
possible. Or if there is suffering, they would be
content with the strength to endure it with as much
dignity as possible.

Although all the scriptures are filled with God’s
comfort and wisdom, over the centuries the Psalms
have been particularly precious for those who are
suffering.

Other patients hope to find personal meaning in
their cancer battle or suffering. Even if it appears
that treatment is not effective, they may still
seek inner healing, the restoration of significant
relationships, or a greater measure of peace with
God.

The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want.
He maketh me to lie down in green pastures:

The Christian faith points to three sources of true
comfort for believers — God’s Word, God’s people
and God’s presence.

He leadeth me beside the still waters.
He restoreth my soul: He leadeth me in the paths of
righteousness for his name’s sake.

We Can Receive Comfort from
God’s Word

Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow
of death, I will fear no evil: for thou art with me;
thy rod and thy staff they comfort me.

During cancer treatment, the doctors and other
health professionals may provide patients with
solid medical and technical information and
answer their questions to the best of their ability.
Family members and friends may offer best wishes,
anecdotes, opinions and advice. But as helpful and
encouraging as this input may be, on the deepest
level, most patients recognize there is a greater
dynamic at work.

Thou preparest a table before me in the presence of
mine enemies: thou anointest my head with oil; my
cup runneth over.
Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the
days of my life: and I will dwell in the house of the
Lord forever.
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We Can Receive Comfort from
God’s People

“Do not be anxious about anything, but in every
situation, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving,
present your requests to God” (Philippians 4:6).

In the same sort of ways that families and friends
can provide care and support for a cancer patient
during treatment and recovery, our church families
— our brothers and sisters in Christ — can also play
important roles in someone’s healing journey.

God has promised to never leave us or forsake us. If
we dig deep in prayer, we will find the solid bedrock
of faith in God. There is no safer place. (Psalm 18:2)

Pastors, church leaders and fellow believers can
freely share their love and faith with the patient,
offer their presence and their prayers, and help
provide the patient with practical support for the
daily activities of life.

There was a time when the Apostle Paul met a
crossroad in his own life — he called it “a thorn in
my flesh” — he prayed until He heard God’s answer:
“My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made
perfect in weakness” (2 Corinthians 12:9).

We Can Receive Comfort from
God’s Presence

After that, Paul no longer wondered about the bad
things that happened to him. Instead he chose to
view everything as a mechanism of God’s grace
and power at work in his life. He chose to let Christ’s
power rest on him in his weakness. “For when I am
weak, then I am strong” (2 Corinthians 12:10).

The uncertainty and fear that accompanies a cancer
diagnosis can leave us feeling hopelessly adrift,
battered and tossed by forces we cannot control.
But in the storms of life, the Lord Himself will
comfort us. “We have this hope as an anchor for the
soul, firm and secure” (Hebrews 6:19). He invites us
to cast all our anxiety and cares on Him, because He
cares for us (1 Peter 5:7).

His Strength in Our Weakness

Like Paul, at the crossroads we can choose to trust
God. If we reach a place where our faith and cancer
meet, instead of looking at our circumstances, we
look only to our Heavenly Father — fully confident
that as we rest in Him, His power will rest on us, and
His grace will shine through our lives more brightly.

Resource: https://med.stanford.edu/survivingcancer/cancer-sources-of-support/cancer-religion-spirituality-help.html
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Cancer Treatment Centers of America® is a national network of five hospitals in the United
States with expertise in treating patients who are fighting cancer. We combine state-of-the-art
technologies with an integrative approach to care in order to reduce side effects and maintain
quality of life during cancer treatment. If you or someone you love has cancer, call 866-712-4673
or go to www.CancerCenter.com/Faith.

