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Cancer Care Ministry and the church
go back as far as Jesus’ words in Matthew 25:36. . .
“I was sick and you took care of Me.”
Among many other types of ministry that Jesus gave as examples
to those who believe, caring for “the least of these, My brethren”
who are sick has always been a charge for the church.
When it comes to cancer, those ministering to the sick must be
informed by the unique challenges that cancer brings.
I pray this resource will help you and your church take the
next step toward launching a Cancer Care Ministry.

What Is a Church-Based Cancer Care Ministry?
In short, this is a group of trained, equipped and empowered church leaders and lay ministers who
are able to connect with and help meet the practical and spiritual needs of those impacted by
cancer. But a church-based Cancer Care Ministry is so much more than that.
• It is a beacon of hope for those who are being tossed by the waves of fear and uncertainty.
• It is a refuge where those who are weary can come and find comfort and support without
being judged or misunderstood.
• It is an expression of the hands and heart of Jesus working through those who are willing to
love on His behalf.

How Do You Start a Cancer Care Ministry?
The first step is to join the Our Journey of Hope Ministry Leaders Network by signing up
at no cost at www.OurJourneyOfHope.com. This will inform you of what is happening in
Cancer Care Ministry including training dates, resources and support.
The second and most important step is to attend an Our Journey of Hope Cancer Care
Leadership Training seminar. This free two-day training will equip and empower you
to launch a ministry in your own church. It will also provide you with the curriculum,
resources and connections you need to train others. You can learn more by visiting
www.OurJourneyOfHope.com.

How Does a Cancer Care Ministry Function?
Cancer Care Ministry can work within the leadership of any local church. When a leader attends a
Cancer Care Leadership Training seminar they will be certified and equipped with the tools and
strategy to begin a ministry.
A certified cancer care ministry leader is equipped with curriculum and resources to identify members
of the church and empower them to help meet the needs of cancer patients and caregivers.
Those with a heart for this ministry function as a team and work together, learn together and grow
together. This team can then expand or multiply to meet the great needs facing cancer patients.

I pray God’s blessing on you and your church
as you step out to fulfill the scriptural charge
to care for, minister to, and bear the burdens
of those impacted by cancer.
- Rev. Percy McCray Jr.

About

Reverend Percy McCray
Rev. Percy McCray Jr. has spent more than 20 years
ministering to cancer patients and their caregivers at
Cancer Treatment Centers of America® (CTCA).
He recognizes cancer care ministry as a special calling from God and considers faith a key,
but often overlooked, component of cancer treatment. He now serves as the Director
of Faith-Based Programs at CTCA® and provides leadership to the pastoral care staff at
all five CTCA hospitals. In addition, Rev. McCray oversees Our Journey of Hope®,
a nationwide cancer-care ministry training and support program.
An ordained minister, Rev. McCray is a member of the U.S. Chaplain Association.
He has been recognized as one of the “most influential African Americans in Lake County (IL)” by
the Chicago People’s Voice newspaper for his religious and leadership roles within the community.

Health, Hope & Inspiration is a weekly podcast, sponsored by Cancer Treatment Centers of
America® (CTCA), designed to help people find answers to questions about cancer, cancer
prevention and overall healthy living. One of the greatest gifts a person can enjoy is good
health. A well-rounded lifestyle is the product of physical, emotional and spiritual health.
These three things are interdependent, and that is the message of Health, Hope & Inspiration,
as well as the basis of the integrative approach at CTCA®.
For more information, visit our website at www.HealthHopeAndInspiration.com.
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Cancer Treatment Centers of America® is a national network of five hospitals in the United States with expertise in treating patients who are
fighting cancer. We combine state-of-the-art technologies with an integrative approach to care in order to reduce side effects and maintain
quality of life during cancer treatment. If you or someone you love has cancer, call 866-712-4673 or go to www.CancerCenter.com/Faith.

