How to Face Cancer
with Boldness
As the reality of a cancer diagnosis begins to settle in, you may feel it is more
than you can handle right now. You may feel overwhelmed.
You may feel you simply do not have the strength for this battle.
And that may be true. But there is hope.

R ig h t n o w , y o u m a y n o t h a v e th e s t re n g th y o u
w ill n e e d —b u t G o d d o e s ! Yo u d o n o t h a v e to
m a n u fa c t u re it o r t r y to fi n d it in y o u r s e lf. In s te a d ,
G o d H im s e lf c a n a d d it to y o u , a n d H e c a n a d d e v e n
m o re th a n th a t .
In th e d a y w h e n I c rie d o u t, Yo u a n s w e re d m e ,
A n d m a d e m e b o ld w ith s tre n g th in m y so u l.
- P sa lm 13 8 :3
According to the psalmist, the strength that came
from God had a bigger effect than just making him
stronger. It also made him bold.
The primary dictionary definition of bold is “not
hesitating or fearful in the face of actual or possible
danger or rebuff; courageous and daring.”
It seems like a great thought to be able to face
cancer with strength. But is it really possible to face it

with boldness? If God provides the strength, He too
can supply the boldness.
PRAY BOLDLY
Sometimes people dealing with cancer find
themselves praying timidly, because in a sense, they
feel as if they deserve the cancer. As if it is the result
of their “so-called” sins and shortcomings.
Is it possible for cancer to be the result of your sin?
That is a complicated question, but the bottom line
is this: If you have sinned, you can get it right! The
scripture says:
If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just and
will forgive us our sins and purify us from all
unrighteousness. - 1 John 1:9

But this scripture takes it even further:

make us bold, and that boldness can be expressed
through our words. That boldness drives us to share
our hope with others.

Let us therefore come boldly to the throne of grace,
that we may obtain mercy and find grace to help in
time of need. - Hebrews 4:16

When we are faced with difficult news, we can be
bold because we have hope that is bigger than
the news, bigger than any worst-case scenario. We
can comfort others in the midst of our difficulties
because of our hope. That is real godly boldness.

The only reason you could need mercy is if you had
done something wrong. He does not say to come
before the throne timidly to seek mercy; we are to
come boldly. Even when we have missed it, even
when we have sinned, even when it is our fault, God
wants us to approach Him with boldness to get
forgiveness, to make it right and to get help.

We can be calm, collected, gracious and soft
spoken, but still speak boldly because of our great
hope.
ACT BOLDLY

Pray boldly, knowing your Father in heaven supplies
your strength and boldness.

Fear can paralyze us and sap our strength. Even
when there is not a real problem, fear can make a
problem real to us. Hope, on the other hand, can
have an equal and opposite effect; it can empower
us to take bold action.

SPEAK BOLDLY
Sometimes, people equate boldness with arrogance
or hastiness, but that is not the case with godly
boldness. You can be humble, and thoughtful, and
bold.

The wicked flee though no one pursues,
but the righteous are as bold as a lion. - Proverbs 28:1
Lions are bold because they know they are at the
top of the food chain. Is anything higher than our
God, who strengthens us and gives us hope? We can
be no less bold because we have the righteousness
of God through faith in Christ.

Therefore, since we have such hope,
we use great boldness of speech. - 2 Corinthians 3:12
The boldness that comes from God springs from
hope. It is God’s strength and hope in us that

Therefore, since we have such hope, we use great boldness of speech.
2 C O R IN T H IA N S 3 :1 2
2

Lions are bold but they are not hasty or jumpy.
They are methodical, reflective and powerful. When
they move, they move with purpose. When they
act, they act to accomplish something. Lions are not
easily intimidated. They take on an aggressor with
strength, confidence, and determination. Just the
same, you can face cancer with boldness. You can
be proactive. You can lean into the fight. You can
be a light to the world with every action that you
boldly take, fueled by God’s hope and strength.
SERVE BOLDLY

with those who are just beginning their health
journey.
Fear not, for I am with you; Be not dismayed, for I am
your God. I will strengthen you, Yes, I will help you,
I will uphold you with My righteous right hand.
			- Isaiah 41:10
You will not have to fight your battle with cancer
alone. You will not have to rely on your own
strength. You can have confidence in God’s mercy
and grace. You can move forward with hope.
You can face cancer with boldness.

When others know you are battling cancer, and
then they see you praying boldly, speaking boldly
and acting boldly, they take notice.
Your boldness stands out as a testimony to God.
The boldness that you have received was also
given for the benefit of others. He is “the Father
of compassion and the God of all comfort, who
comforts us in all our troubles, so that we can
comfort those in any trouble with the comfort we
ourselves receive from God” (2 Corinthians 1:3-4).
Allow God to use your cancer experience to help
others. Boldly serve others by speaking into their
lives and letting them benefit from what you are
going through right now. And then down the road,
you may be able to share what you have learned
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Cancer Treatment Centers of America® is a national network of five hospitals in the United
States with expertise in treating patients who are fighting cancer. We combine state-of-the-art
technologies with an integrative approach to care in order to reduce side effects and maintain
quality of life during cancer treatment. If you or someone you love has cancer, call 866-7124673 or go to www.CancerCenter.com/Faith.

